MINUTES OF THE COTTONWOOD HEIGHTS HISTORIC COMMITTEE HELD SEPTEMBER 10, 2014
                                          AT 6:15 P.M. IN THE CITY OFFICES MEETING ROOM

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Tom Shimizu, Gayle Conger, John Glauser, Don Antczak, Sylvia Orton,
			Carol Woodside, Jerri Harwell

MEMBERS EXCUSED:	Dean Smart, Beverly Lund

OTHERS PRESENT:	Mike Peterson, City Councilman

Meeting began at 6:15, opened by our chairman, Tom Shimizu. He expressed his thanks to Gayle Conger for providing her home to host the Mayor, City Manager, and City Councilmen in August.  He also thanked her committee, Carol Woodside and Sylvia Orton for their help in making this a memorable evening. The ladies gave a report on the evening. A presentation relating to historic Danish Town was given by Ms. Conger. There was also a display of artifacts and pictures pertaining to the area and home.

Carol Woodside gave a rundown on the events of the night. There was a photo display of the Danish Town area and also some items that were originally used in Ms. Conger’s home. Ms Conger indicated that she would be willing to donate those items to the City once there was a place for their safe keeping.

Mr. Shimizu advised the committee that he had spoken to Karen Larrabee regarding the balance of the oral histories in her possession. She indicated that she is working on them, but needs more time to complete them.  She also mentioned that she still has one of the committee’s recorders as it contains the oral history interviews on which she is still working.

Mr. Shimizu asked Mike Peterson what the city officials reactions were in regards to our August meeting. Councilman Peterson said they raved about the information that was presented regarding the history of this area in our City. They enjoyed the tour of the home as well as the 2 acre park like gardens. He also reported that the Mayor asked for a “Wish List” of the needs of our committee. They now see the need of providing enough space for the storage of our items in the new city hall.

City Manager, John Park, interrupted the meeting to thank the committee for the historic information and displays that were presented in our August meeting. He was very impressed.

Councilman Peterson continued his report giving us information on the progress of the new City Hall. It is now in the programming phase. There will be many rooms that can be used for meetings and the lobby will be two to three thousand feet with 25 foot high ceilings and there should be room for displays of our historic collections that could be displayed. The building will not contain an auditorium because the City has a contract with the school district to use the auditorium at the middle school. David Breems is the architect for the new building.

Dan Metcalf is replacing Stephanie Dickey as the Public Relations Specialist for the City. Councilman Peterson has met with him and discussed the two projects that Ms. Dickey had been working on with Ms. Conger and the City’s graphic artist.  The projects are the “Historic” street signs and the educational brochure for the Big Cottonwood Canyon Trail Historic Markers. Ms. Dickey will be missed as she was such a help to our committee.

At the present we have two definite and possibly three openings on the committee. Mr. Shimizu has two applications and Ms. Orton has one. Mr. Shimizu will work on contacting the applicants and they will be interviewed by Mr. Shimizu, Mr. Glauser, and Ms. Orton and our recommendations will be submitted to John Park, City Manager for his approval.The committee would like to make some type of change in the term limits.  If we have people on the committee who are valuable there should be some type of exception made to allow them to remain a member of the committee. 

Councilman Peterson mentioned that the same amount we had in last year’s budget was approved for this year. That amount was $8,000.00, and he will double check the figures.

Sylvia Orton reported on Butlerville Days.  Everyone was impressed with our display and didn’t realize that we had so many photos in our collection. It was evident that we needed a larger tent in the future and the BVD Committee will make sure we have the same size tent that the Information Booth had this year. It comes with its own lights and generator so we don’t have to worry about having the generator taken away before we have finished taking down our display.  She also requested that since the majority of the visitors are older residents the location needs to be moved from the children’s area and closer to perhaps the car show with it being close to a walkway or drive. We need to be in an area that is out of the fireworks zone.

Ms. Orton, Gayle Conger, and Carol Woodside are busy working on numbering the enlarged photos and documenting them. Once this is done we will be ready to catalog and give them a permanent number.

We have purchased four new recorders. Ms. Orton is in the process of readying them for committee members to check out and use for collecting City history. They can be checked out by contacting Ms. Orton who will keep track of who has borrowed them and their location. 

The committee discussed the need for space in the new city offices to store the photos and smaller items. Councilman Peterson thinks there will be room for storage of our larger items in an off-site location.  The committee feels a room the size of the one they are presently meeting in would be ideal. We will need shelves, file cabinets, a table to work on, chairs, and a computer to use and store our information. 

Jerri  Harwell reported that she has been in contact with Stephen Madsen and he has forwarded his information for his book on Union to her.  He also forwarded to her his M.A. Thesis, which includes a list of precincts during 1852-1904.

 She also has a book containing the history of Midvale. This covers the time from 1851 to 1979. She will purchase a copy of that book for our committee. We told Jerri that she cannot leave the committee until her assignment covering the area of old Union which is now a part of our City is complete.

Don Antczak reported that he has no new information at this time.

Tom Shimizu reported that he has gone over a booklet written by a Judith Butters for a LDS Stake celebration. 

Carol Woodside is busy with the numbering of the photos now in our collection. She, Ms. Orton and Conger are in the process of getting the photos numbered and people identified and then labeling the photos.

The committee suggested that an external hard drive be bought for Gayle Conger’s use in storing all the historic information on her computer. This is to be used as a backup in case of a crash of her computer. Ms. Harwell suggested it be stored on a cloud. Ms. Conger will transfer her information to discs for the time being.

John Glauser reported that he is working with a Mr. Roderick, his landlord who has aerial maps of the
Fort Union/Highland Drive area for the years l950, 1960, 1970, and 1980 with another aerial map planned this year. When that is finished Mr. Glauser will be given copies for our historic committee.

Mr. Glauser has sold his cabin in Big Cottonwood Canyon and is no longer on the homeowner’s board but has been asked to head a historic committee for the canyon. He hopes to gather information that could be given to our committee since there is a close relationship between the two. The canyon is where his love and interest lies much like ours is with our city. He wondered if his committee could borrow our recorders to do their history collecting. Councilman Peterson responded that if he collected information on a recorder that he personally used to collect information and histories that pertain to both the canyon and our city it might be okay.  Mr. Shimizu will do some checking on the matter, because the connection between the two was not where they lived but where they went to work, much as others did in other communities.  Mr. Glauser had to leave the meeting early to attend another committee meeting up the canyon.

The final item on the agenda is the Mayor’s “Wish List.” 

1. The need for a professional historian to write our city’s history was first on the list. Don Antczak will contact the Utah State Historical Society to check the cost and identify people who would be available or ideas of where to look.

2. Hire someone to do an area survey of the city’s architectural and archeological resources.

3. Change in term limits for our committee to allow those members who are deemed necessary to continue work in progress.

4. Someone to create and manage a website for the historical information we have created.

5. Provide a secure place to store and display historical information and artifacts.

6. Because our committee is unique we would like the City Ordinance modified to allow those members that it is felt are exceptional workers to remain on the committee.

7. Provide the necessary funds needed when our committee receives grant money that require ”matching funds.”

Ms. Conger presented a list that the City should use when advertising for, or interviewing new members for our committee:  New committee members who have demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in history or historic preservation with qualifications in at least one of the following areas or desire and time to learn the skills necessary to accomplish the goals of the committee:

Hold at least a master’s degree or work experience in the following disciplines: history, archaeology, architecture, or architectural history

Cataloging or preserving of documents and artifacts

Web design and data base creation and management

Interviewing people to obtain historic related information

Historical research and documentation

Grant preparation and management

Councilman Peterson will present these items to the Mayor and City Council.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M. Our next committee meeting will be at 6:15 P.M. on October 8, 2014.












